AFGHANAID CASE STUDY: Skills in textiles empowers women and communities in Afghanistan

A cheerful smile flashes on the face of Anar, a 26 year old lady from Kokjar Village in Samangan province, as she looks at the students in her carpet weaving workshop. 
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Anar attended six months training in carpet weaving at an Afghanaid Women’s Resource Centre (WRC). “Our local council introduced me to the WRC and encouraged me to learn the skill of carpet weaving as this skill provides a sustainable livelihood and has a reasonable income too” she says. Anar is one of the 3372 successful graduates of these WRC projects in Samangan province. 

 After graduation from the WRC, she initially used to weave carpets for the local traders. Later she joined Afghanaid as a carpet weaving trainer, teaching 25 girls how to weave carpets in her workshop where she hosts two daily training sessions. She told me that as a teacher, “I make about $200 per month and with this money I am able to solve my financial problems as well as pay for treatments for my family when they are ill”. 

Before she was enrolled in an Afghanaid WRC, her husband had gone to Tajikistan searching for employment opportunities and left her behind with their three children. “I was confused as to what to do after my husband went to Tajikistan searching for employment opportunities; if there aren’t even any jobs here for men, how can women find work?,” she expressed. Anar had never gone to school like the other girls in her village, she is illiterate.

“My father-in-law and mother-in-law are happy now that their daughter-in-law has got a good skill which enables her to feed their grandchildren in the absence of their sons,” says Anar. 
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Anar, having directly befitted from learning vocational skills in the WRC project, now encourages other girls to learn any kind of skills in order to make themselves independent. Anar’s enthusiasm and dedication for her work is most apparent; “I work even on Fridays, because I want to serve my people as I know that they need to be helped”.

